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announce to the world : " Look you, here are we ; if
our rule stands in the way of a good peace for our people,
think you we do not know how to lay aside our crown
even for ever, and give our nation peace ? ** In a kind
of way people in Germany felt that the world war would
have ended fittingly so ; it would have been appropriate
and harmonious and noble* Other dynasties had been
expropriated meanly, in the course of mere local up-
heavals ; the Hohensollerns were so great and so ancient
that it seemed quite fitting that there should be a world
war before they could leave the stage.

But if the world war was judged appropriate to, and
worthy of, the Hohenzollerns, it never once occurred to
any German, until after the incredible had happened,
that the Hohenzollerns would not be worthy of the world
war. It never occurred to any single German that his
Emperor would run away. People in England, and still
more people in France, were long harassed by anxiety lest
the Hohenzollerns should return ; they did not under-
stand the spiritual effects of the Emperor's flight* If
it is possible for one man to undo all that his ancestors
have built up for him in the way of prestige, reputation,
and real affection, certainly William IL undid, in the
space of about three weeks, all that the Hohenzollern
ancestors had done for him and for his house in the
course of a thousand years*

The flight of the Hohenzollerns began before the
Revolution actually broke out. It began with that